My Next Generation DIY Controller

 by David Solís aka Mudo.

Hi Controllerists,

Thinking on develop my own diy controller (inspired by Leo Bodnar diy joystick www.leobodnar.com) I arrived to the conclusión that maybe hack pre-existing Controller (like Moldover work with Novation Remote Le) Will better and faster hack an Edirol PCR-300.

Some time ago I was wondering the option to purchase one of these stuff but the bad reviews about the precedent serie (the PCR-30) make me forget the idea.

Today the prices have changed and my controllerism idea changed with them too.

For my setup (I use Ableton Live for Live looping show like kid beyond style with some improvments) I start to draw in my head some controller sketches and the work made from the monome people and youtube stuff rounded the final idea.
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Ok, let’s see it.

The Controller is basically an Edirol PCR 300 with some hacks and some wishes (because I don’t know how to do some features that I want/need) but the major part is perfectly doityourseable… ;)

In first time I will open the keyboard and see how “modulable” will being. I will redistribute all the panels and obiously if the pcb boards are only one I will make some “a-team”/”Mcgyver” hacks.

The Parts.

The first change that you will see it’s pots and faders on top. Faders replace by some such as vestax (instead the edirol shit) because I love turntablism technique like Crab (It doesn’t mean that I could do but I want to learn day by day more and more).

Pots also are on top to control the pan,fx, scratch (like Moldover) or something that you find interesting. You find 8 channels faders/pots and 1 master fader/pot.

Lower the faders you find the monome 4x8 grid. I leave the explanation of this part for the last.

If you still go down find the Drum pads (or slicing pads). Here I use them to play slicering and with some software hack (I don’t know how but I’m sure that somebody who read this know the way…) maybe could be posible do a little step sequencer (using 8 or 16 steps). In this mod we have the monome grid free to use with ableton clips. If not maybe the monome grid will be the step sequencer =O

The drum pads maybe will be rec/solo buttons if monome grid is working…

At  last you find the crossfader (infinium or something better tha crappy edirol will be better for scratching)

Special Part: The Monome Grid.

Instead the keyboard I wish a monome grid of buttons (with velocity of course) or almost a button-led grid capable of  send midi cc. It is most useful (for me of course) to launch clips, scenes and play slicing or something basslines…

If it will be programable (hackeable xDD) in monome mood it will be a dream for me…

If you see at left, the original panel is “default”, there you could navigate trought the octaves and have more than 7 octaves (56 buttons) to perform.

In this stuff the only one thing that I lost is the playlist but maybe leobodnar still has a place on my setup…

That’s all folks!

Comments, ideas or some else?

trespuntosproducciones@hotmail.com
PD: Si hablo español ;)

